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Introduction
The Dvorak Papers contain personal and professional materials relating to the life of bandmaster Raymond Dvorak (1900-1982).  Items in the collection range in date from 1919 to 1985, however a significant portion of the papers span the years 1960-1980, as much of the collection focuses upon Dvorak’s effort to have John Philip Sousa (JPS) elected to the Hall of Fame for Great Americans.

The collection came to the ABA Research Center with a deed of gift signed by Mrs. Florence H. Dvorak (30 October 1989) and Bruce Wilson (1 December 1989; 1 February 1990).  The collection is located in SCPA Collections Room, Aisle C2, Shelves 2-3 [5 linear feet]. A previous donation of articles, programs, and biographical materials were given to the Research Center by Mrs. Dvorak in 1985 [85-109-ABA] and have been incorporated into this collection.  Series VII was donated by Paul Yoder.

There are no restrictions on access to this collection.

Scope and Content Note

In his campaign to see John Philip Sousa elected to the Hall of Fame for Great Americans, Ray Dvorak had correspondence with a number of prominent Americans.  Famous musicians and politicians were enlisted to write letters of support.  Likewise, important Americans serving as electors to the Hall of Fame were in contact with Dvorak.  As a result, the Dvorak papers contain a unique and valuable collection of signed letters from musicians includingMeredith Willson, Lawrence Welk, Doc Severinson, Vincent Persichetti, Arthur Fiedler, William Schuman, and Otto Luening.  Letters from politicians Adlai Stevenson, Barry Goldwater, Jimmy Carter, Nelson Rockefeller, Ronald Reagan, Hubert Humphrey, Phil Gramm, and Pete Domenici are included, and autographs from Oscar Mayer (CEO) and Sam Snead (professional golfer) are also of note.  The rest of the materials in this part of the collection (Series V) intricately document the nomination, election, and installment phases of this project.

Dvorak’s professional life as a conductor is also well documented in this collection.  The Dvorak papers include programs (Series IV) and articles (Series II) from throughout his career, and more limited personal correspondence (Series I) from the last two decades of his life.  Professional papers (Series IV) highlight research and teaching interests, especially study of performance practice of JPS marches.  Dvorak composed and arranged a handful of works, and a copy of one published choral work is included.

Because of his interests, Dvorak worked closely with members of Sousa organizations like the Sousa Band Fraternal Society, the John Philip Sousa Memorial, Inc., and the John Philip Sousa Foundation.  A limited amount of information on these organizations is contained in series VI and VII, along with John Philip Sousa, Inc. committee, established by ABA for the promotion of Sousa’s election into the Hall of Fame (Series V).

There was no prescribed original order for the documents, so the order as it appears here was imposed by the processor.  Therefore, not only is the overall organization of the collection that of the processor's own device, but the sequence of documents within folders and the titles of said folders are also artificial to the collection.
Biography

Raymond F. Dvorak was born on March 31, 1900 in Algonquin, Illinois. He attended the University of Illinois between 1918 and 1934, earning a B.S. in 1922 and a B.M. in 1926.

From 1922 to 1926, Dvorak served as director of music at the Urbana, Illinois High School. From 1926 to 1934 he was assistant director of the University of Illinois bands and director of Glee Clubs.  The bulk of Dvorak's career, 1934 to 1968, was spent as director of the University of Wisconsin bands.

In addition to his numerous articles, Dvorak wrote two books, both published in the 1930s, The Band on Parade [Lowens Room MT733.D985B2] and The Art of Flag Swinging. Dvorak was elected to the ABA in 1933 and served as President in 1959. He was made an honorary Life Member in 1980.

In April of 1948, Dvorak was injured in a train accident in Kremlin, Oklahoma, which cost him his right arm. Two years later, though, he was back at the podium, and continued directing for nearly two more decades.  In 1955, Dvorak was named Wisconsin's Handicapped Man of the Year.

Dvorak led unsuccessful campaigns to elect John Philip Sousa to the Hall of Fame for Great Americans in 1960 and 1970, but triumphed in 1973.  It is this effort that most of the Dvorak Papers documents. Dvorak was also influential in securing the naming of the John Philip Sousa Stage at the Kennedy Center and the effort to establish “The Stars and Stripes Forever” as the national march.

Dvorak continued to appear frequently as a guest conductor until his death in 1982.

Life Chronology


1900            Born, March 31, Algonquin, Illinois
1922            Earns a B.S. from the University of Illinois
1923            On the summer faculty of the Chicago Musical College
1926            Earns a B.M. from the University of Illinois
1922-1926   Director of Music, Urbana, Illinois High School
1926-1934   Assistant Director, University of Illinois Bands
1929-1939   Commissioned into the Officer Reserve Corps
1930-1931   On summer faculty of the National Music Camp
1932            Member of summer faculty, the Juilliard School
1933            Elected to the ABA
1934-1948   Director of Bands, University of Wisconsin
1936            Marries Florence Hunt
1936            Publishes The Band on Parade
1937            Son Robert born
1938            Publishes The Art of Flag Swinging
1942            Daughter Katherine born prematurely; dies days later
1943            Daughter Theresa born

1948            President of CBDNA
1948            Injured in train accident (arm amputated, leg badly injured)
1950            Returns to conducting, University of Wisconsin

1950            Honorary Doctor of Music, Illinois Wesleyan University
1952            Son Anton born
1955            Named Wisconsin’s Handicapped Man of the Year
1959            Serves as President of the ABA
1968            Retires
1976            Sousa elected to Hall of Fame for Great Americans
1982            Dies, November 15, Madison, Wisconsin
1985
        Posthumously elected to NBA Hall of Fame
1987
        Legislation passed naming “The Stars and Stripes Forever” national march
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Series Descriptions
Series I – General Personal and Professional Correspondence


Letters in this series span the life of Raymond Dvorak, from 1935-1982, with the majority written between 1970 and 1980.  General correspondence are is arranged chronologically in series I.2, and include friends and associates Harold Bachman, Leonard Haug, George C. Wilson, Bob Hoe, and Samuel Loboda, among many others.  Letters in this series span personal and professional topics, with the exception of materials relating to John Philip Sousa’s election and enshrinement into the Hall of Fame for Great Americans, or correspondence relating to making Sousa’s “The Stars and Stripes Forever” the national march.  These are found in subsequent series, with the exception of correspondence with individuals in Series I.3.  Dvorak’s most frequent contacts, all of their letters are compiled in these folders.

Correspondence to/from Dvorak’s frequent contacts (Series I.3) have been placed in individual folders and span both personal and professional topics, including election of JPS into the Hall of Fame for Great Americans.  Identity of frequent contacts and dates of correspondence: 

· Paul Bierley – John Philip Sousa biographer (67-76)

· Fred Boots – ABA (68-77)

· Arnold Briodo – President of Theodore Presser, asssisted with JPS effort (72-75)

· Bob Cumming – Editor of The Music Journal (69-71)

· John Heney – Member of ABA and Sousa Band Fraternal Society (68-77)

· Forrest McAllister – Editor of The School Musician (69-75)

· Jack Mahan – President of ABA with whom Dvorak corresponded, 1970-1980

· Bill Santelmann – ABA, correspondence date 1968-1975

· Lynn Sams – Personal friend and band historian (63-86)

· John Philip Sousa III and Thomas P. Sousa – Grandsons of JPS (73-75)

· Eddie Wall – Sousa Band Fraternal Society (68-78)

All other correspondence are organized chronologically into general personal/professional communications (Series I.1 and I.2) and correspondence directly related to the JPS election/enshrinement (Series V.1).  

Series II – Biographical Materials


This series incorporates information on the life of Raymond Dvorak, including biographical sketches, photographs, and newspaper/magazine articles. 

Series III – The Stars and Stripes Forever Project


Series III contains materials relating to Dvorak’s effort to establish the famous Sousa march as the official march of the United States.

Series IV – Professional Materials


Documents from Dvorak’s research on Sousa and band topics.  Also includes dozens of programs from Dvorak’s time as conductor at the University of Illinois, University of Wisconsin, and his many guest conducting appearances.  Limited ABA materials are included, notably from the 26th Annual Convention (1960) hosted by Dvorak in Madison, WI.

Series V – Sousa Enshrinement


The heart of the Dvorak Papers, this series includes information on the election and enshrinement of John Philip Sousa in the Hall of Fame for Great Americans (elected 1973, enshrined 1976).  Extensive correspondence, financial records, and memorabilia are evidence of Dvorak’s impressive efforts.  Also included are materials relating to other Sousa-related events at this time (Series V.6): the naming of the Sousa Stage at the Kennedy Center (1971), Stars and Stripes ballet (1972), the staging of El Capitan (1976), and the Bicentennial Parade of American Music (1976).

Series VI – Sousa Band Fraternal Society


Newsletters and official documents relating to this fraternity of former Sousa Band members.

Series VII – John Philip Sousa Foundation


This organization was established to honor the life and works of Sousa through awards in his name.  Materials donated by Paul Yoder.

Series VIII – John Philip Sousa Memorabilia


Items relating to the life of JPS.  Includes photographs, articles by and about Sousa, original Sousa Band programs, and biographical materials on the famous Bandleader and composer.  

Series Inventory/Organizational Scheme

I.
General Personal and Professional Correspondence
I.1
General Personal and Professional Correpondence, undated

I.2
General Correspondence arranged chronologically [JPS letters excluded]



I.2.A
1935-1960



I.2.B
1966-1969



I.2.C
1970-1971


I.2.D
1972-1973


I.2.E
1974-1975


I.2.F
1976-1977


I.2.G
1978-1979


I.2.H
1980-1981

I.3
Correspondence arranged by name [all topics, including JPS enshrinement]


I.3.A
Paul Bierley


I.3.B
Fred Boots


I.3.C
Arnold Broido


I.3.D
Laureano Carino


I.3.E
Bob Cumming


I.3.F
John Heney

I.3.G
Jack Mahan [containing many letters between Mahan and third party correspondents; Mahan served as Sec.-Treas. of ABA during the Sousa Enshrinement and dealt heavily with the financial aspects of the effort]


I.3.H
Forrest McAllister


I.3.I
Lynn Sams


I.3.J
William Santelmann


I.3.K
John Philip Sousa III and Thomas P. Sousa


I.3.L
Eddie Wall

II. Biographical materials [See also Lynn Sams Collection]
II.1
Biographical sketches, brochures, etc.

II.2
Photographs [see also SCPA Personnel Portrait File]
II.3
Newspaper, magazine, newsletter articles [102 clippings—not arranged]
III. The Stars and Stripes Forever project

III.1
Correspondence

III.2
Articles/clippings

III.3
Congressional Record

III.4
Other Documents

IV. Professional Materials

IV.1 
Programs


IV.1.A  University of Illinois (1923-1925)


IV.1.B  University of Wisconsin (1940-1981)


IV.1.C  Wisconsin Bandmasters Association (1946-1974)


IV.1.D  Other (Dvorak as Guest Conductor)

IV.2
ABA Materials


IV.2.A  Convention Programs

IV.2.A.1  26th Annual Convention, 1960 – Madison, WI
IV.2.A.2  Other Conventions (items removed; already in ABA archives)


IV.2.B  Member Directories (items removed; copies already in ABA archives)


IV.2.C  Assorted bulletins, mailings, etc.

IV.3
Sousa


IV.4
Hymn to Peace composition contest


IV.5
International Band Score and Repertoire Standardization


IV.6
Simco Band


IV.7
University of Wisconsin News Releases


IV.8
Publications



IV.8.A  Papers/Articles


IV.8.B  Compositions/Arrangements



IV.8.C  The Art of Flag Swinging, 1939


IV.9
Miscellaneous professional papers
V. Sousa Hall of Fame Election and Enshrinement [See also Lynn Sams Collection]
V.1
Correspondence
V.1.A
Undated correspondence

V.1.B
Correspondence with electors, 1960

V.1.C
General correspondence, 1968-1969

V.1.D
Correspondence with electors, 1970

V.1.E
General correspondence, 1970

V.1.F
Requests for letters of support, 1970

V.1.G
General correspondence, 1971

V.1.H
General correspondence, 1972

V.1.I
General correspondence, 1973

V.1.I.1
Congratulatory letters


V.1.I.2
General

V.1.J
Correspondence with electors, 1973

V.1.J.1  Letters from VIPs

V.1.J.2  Letters from RFD and replies

V.1.J.3  Official mailings materials

V.1.K
General correspondence, 1974

V.1.L
General correspondence, 1975

V.1.M
General correspondence, 1976

V.1.N
General correspondence, 1977-1979

V.1.O
Ken Slater materials

V.1.P
J.C. Walker materials

V.2
Resolutions, petitions, letters of support


V.2.A
Letters of support and resolutions sent to electors

V.2.B
John Heney letters to electors

V.2.C
Resolutions and petitions (originals)

V.2.D
Resolutions and letters (published form)

V.2.E
VIP letters to electors

V.2.F
VIP mailings



V.2.F.1  Mailing #1


V.2.F.2  Mailing #2


V.2.F.3  Mailing #3


V.2.F.4  Mailing #4


V.2.F.5  Mailing #5


V.2.F.6  Mailing #6


V.2.F.7  Mailing #7


V.2.F.8  Mailing #8


V.2.F.9  Mailing #9


V.2.F.10  Letters, petitions not used

V.3
Photographs [series of 28 from JPS Hall of Fame Enshrinement Ceremony]
V.4
Published materials

V.4.A  Newspaper, magazine articles [98 clippings—not organized]
V.4.B
Programs
V.5
Other documents
V.5.A  Hall of Fame for Great Americans

V.5.B  JPS Committee financial documents


V.5.B.1  Financial records from Hall of Fame

V.5.B.2  Hall of Fame Bust Fund

V.5.B.3  Other finances/expenses

V.5.B.4  JPS Committee ledger

V.5.C  JPS Committee minutes, documents

V.5.D  JPS Committee mailings and materials

V.5.E  Elector rostors, addresses, etc.

V.5.F  JPS Memorial, Inc.

V.5.G  Dvorak correspondence drafts, working papers, notes

V.5.H  JPS Hall of Fame presentations, publication drafts


V.6
Related Events

V.6.A
Sousa Stage – Kennedy Center (1971)

V.6.B
Stars and Stripes ballet (1972)

V.6.C
Bicentennial Parade of American Music (1976)

V.6.D
El Capitan ballet (1976)

Sousa Band Fraternal Society [see also John Heney Collection]
VI.1
Newsletters – Sousa Band Society News


VI.1.A  December 1965


VI.1.B  November 1967


VI.1.C  November 1968


VI.1.D  October 1970


VI.1.E  October 1971


VI.1.F  November 1972


VI.1.G  October 1973


VI.1.H  September 1975


VI.1.I  Special 1975 Supplement


VI.1.J  November 1976


VI.1.K  September 1977


VI.1.L  August 1978


VI.1.M June 1982

VI.2
Membership Lists


VI.3
Other

VI. JPS Foundation [Donated by Paul Yoder]
VII.1
General Information


VII.1.A  John Philip Sousa Foundation Brochure


VII.1.B  JPS Foundation History


VII.1.C  JPS Foundation Directories

VII.2
Executive Board Documents


VII.2.A  Minutes and Reports


VII.2.B  Correspondence


VII.2.C  Other

VII.3
Projects


VII.3.A  Sousa Order of Merit


VII.3.B  The Sudler Trophy


VII.3.C  High School Honors Band


VII.3.D  Sousa Flag of Honor Award


VII.3.E  Composition Contest

VIII
John Philip Sousa [See also John Heney Collection]
VIII.1
Articles by/about Sousa [44 clippings—not arranged] 

VIII.2
Biographical

VIII.3
Sousa Band programs

VIII.3.A  N.D. [New England Tour]


VIII.3.B  N.D. [New England Tour]


VIII.3.C  October 13, 1919 [Masonic Temple, Flint, MI]


VIII.3.D  Week of September 3, 1922 [Willow Park]

VIII.3.E  September 11, 1922 [Norwalk Armory, Norwalk, CT]


VIII.3.F  Late 1920s [Janesville, WI]

VIII.3.G  September 21, 1929 [Milwaukee Auditorium]


VIII.3.H  Photocopies of additional programs (1894-1931)

VIII.4
Photographs

VIII.5
Sousa documents [copies]

VIII.6
Other memorabilia

Box Inventory

Box 1 – Series I.1 through I.2 (General correspondence, chronological)

Box 2 – Series I.3 (Correspondence with frequent contacts)

Box 3 – Series II (Articles/clippings re: Raymond Dvorak)

Box 4 – Series III (Stars & Stripes Forever project)

Box 5 – Series IV (Dvorak professional materials)

Box 6 – Series V.1.A through V.1.I.2 (John Philip Sousa Hall of Fame Correspondence)

Box 7 – Series V.1.J.1 through V.I.P (JPS Hall of Fame Correspondence)

Box 8 – Series V.2 (JPS Hall of Fame resolutions, petitions, and letters of support)

Box 9 – Series V.3 through V.4 (JPS Hall of Fame photographs and newspaper/magazine articles)

Box 10 – Series V.5.A through V.5.H – (JPS Hall of Fame official documents)

Box 11 – Series V.6, VI, and VII (Hall of Fame Related Events, Sousa Band Fraternal Organization, and JPS Foundation materials)

Box 12 – Series VIII (JPS memorabilia)

REMOVALS

Information on the following individuals/organizations were removed to more appropriate collections.

· Karl King [bio file]
· Leopold Stokowski [bio file]

· Bill Ludwig [bio file]

· A.A. Harding [bio file]

· International Music Camp [state file]

· Detroit Concert Band [state file]

· Bill Foster [bio file]

· ABA [archives]

· Sarasota Concert Band [state file]

· United States Marine Band [service band file]

· Caesar LaMonaca [bio file]

· Elkhart Municipal Band [state file]

· Oxon Hill (MD) High School [state file]

· Gahanna (OH) Lincoln Band [state file]

· Daytona Beach, Local 601 Concert Band [state file]

· Cicero High School, North Syracuse, NY [state file]
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