
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scholarly vs Popular Sources  
 
A Research & Library Skills Exercise  2011-2012 
www.lib.umd.edu/UES/engl101/exercises.html 
 

 
Instructor’s Name: ______________________ ENGL 101 Section: _______ Class Meeting Time: __________ 
 
 
Your Name: ________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
 

 

Why is it important to differentiate between scholarly and popular sources? 

In order to effectively conduct research and produce high quality academic writing, you will need to make decisions 
about which articles support your thesis best. One factor that will help you decide is the type of source an article is 
published in.  Based on the characteristics of each publication, you will be able to support different aspects of your 
argument.  For example, original research by an expert will often provide the most credible information, while an 
article written by a journalist about popular events will offer good support. 

 

Note: Scholarly journals are also referred to as academic journals or peer-reviewed journals. 

 

 

The Exercise: 
 

This exercise will help you to identify the different characteristics of scholarly journals and popular magazines.  In 
an online environment you will have to look for these cues in order to determine the type of source.  For a review 
visit the ‘Scholarly vs. Popular Sources’ tab in the following guide:  lib.guides.umd.edu/engl101 

 

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate response: 

 
1. A popular magazine contains articles written by _____________________________________________. 

2. Scholarly journal articles refer to previous research in the _______________________________________ at 
the end of the article. 

3. If a source contains a lot of glossy, full-color photographs and advertisements, it is most likely a  

______________________________________.  

5.   Before an article is accepted for publication in a scholarly journal, it goes through a process called  

____________________________________. 

6.   A popular source is written for what kind of audience? _____________________________________ 
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Use the article citations and images below to decide whether each article is from a scholarly or popular 
source. Explain your choices. 
 
 
Jamar, Steven D. "Crafting Copyright Law to Encourage and Protect User-Generated Content in the Internet Social 

Networking Context." Widener Law Journal 19.3 (2010): 843-872. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. 
Web. 13 Aug. 2010. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Response:  
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Stafford, Diane. "Grooming your Online Persona." Women in Business 62.2 (2010): 36-37. Academic Search 

Premier. EBSCO. Web. 13 Aug. 2010. 
 
 
 
     
 
 
Response:  

 

 

 

Response:  
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Answer the following question in the space provided below:  

How could using scholarly sources help you to develop ethos with the audience of your research paper? 
How could popular sources help you to do this? 

 

Response:  
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